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J.11. Virtual consultation exhibition boards  
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Inside you can:

� Find out about our Proposed Scheme

� Understand what changes we have made 
recently

� Read more detailed documents

� Provide a response, or find out how to 
respond in your own time

� Find out how you can book a telephone 
appointment or join our online webinars

Welcome to our virtual exhibition, where you can find out about 
the M3 junction 9 improvement scheme and how to respond to 
this consultation. You can comment on our proposals between 
Thursday 27 May 2021 and Thursday 8 July 2021.
We are altering junction 9 of the M3, a key motorway junction which connects south Hampshire and the wider area, so it’s 
less congested, safer and better to drive through. We’ve made several changes to our design since our consultation in 2019. 

You can comment on anything you see or read about in our consultation, but we’re particularly keen to 
hear your thoughts on:

 � New areas for environmental works and to place 
spare excavated material

 � New areas for temporary construction compounds

 � New highways and roundabout design to introduce 
better traffic flow between the M3 and A34

 � A new footbridge over the River Itchen

 � Extra space to build the Proposed Scheme in a 
safe, efficient and sensitive manner while keeping 
vehicles running through the junction

 � Revised walking and cycling routes
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Get involved
Online webinars

We’re hosting seven online webinars covering different 
topics and specialist areas. These are to help you 
understand our proposals and how the Proposed Scheme 
may affect you. 

At the online webinars we will give a short presentation and 
then take questions from attendees. 

Don’t worry if you can’t attend, all webinars will be 
recorded and published online after each event on the 
Proposed Scheme webpage. The titles and dates of the 
webinars are on our website.

Telephone surgery 

We’re offering a telephone surgery service where you can 
book to speak to one of our team about any aspect of our 
Proposed Scheme.

Register or make a booking

To register for either the webinar or telephone surgery 
please contact us by email or phone:

 � Email: 
M3Junction9Improvements@highwaysengland.co.uk

 � Phone: 0300 123 5000 

You can also let us know any questions you have in 
advance of a webinar. 

Website 

Please visit:

 � www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m3junction9

to stay up to date on the scheme.



 � The Proposed Scheme
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About our proposals
The Proposed Scheme

We plan to widen the M3 locally to the junction, 
which will include:

 � Creating four traffic lanes in each direction of 
the M3

 � Providing same direction free-flow link between 
M3/A34

 � Rearranging the main junction 9 roundabout

 � Building three new bridges and a number of 
other structures including new underpasses

 � Revising walking and cycling routes

 � Improving the motorway slip-roads

Why are we making these changes?

We want to:

 � Reduce congestion and increase how reliable 
people’s journey times are.

 � Improve safety by reducing delays and making 
traffic queues shorter.

 � Improve the environment where possible, by 
reducing the number of households affected by 
noise, improving air quality and achieving the 
best we can for the diversity of local plants and 
animals.

 � Improve access for walkers and cyclists 
connecting the National Cycle Route 23 east 
to west across the junction and providing 
additional footpaths linking Kings Worthy to the 
west of the junction.

 � Support economic growth by making capacity 
for more jobs, business and housing.
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 � Walking and cycling routes

Tell us your thoughts on these key aspects 

Our plans for how we intend to deal with 
spare soil from our works

We know that overall we will dig out more material than we 
will use to create the new embankments and roads. We’re 
looking to put this material near to the junction so that we 
do not have to use lots of lorry movements to take it further 
away. We’ve been looking at the best location to place 
our spare material from our works. We’ve chosen three 
possible locations that we’re looking at in more detail.

We will make a final decision on how many of these areas 
we need once we’ve considered your comments and 
completed our junction design. You can see one example 
of how they might look in our 3D flythrough video of the 
Proposed Scheme in this exhibition.

Our plans for walkers, cyclists and other 
users

We’re planning new larger underpasses; connecting the 
National Cycle Route 23 east to west across the junction; a 
new walking route for the western side of the new junction 
to link the A33/B3047 junction to Winnall trading estate 
situated on Easton Lane; and an additional public footpath 
on the eastern side of the new junction to link Easton Lane 
with Long Walk. 

We’d like to hear your thoughts about the location of our 
proposed new or altered routes for people who are not 
travelling through the area by vehicle.
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 � Possible compounds and spare soil areas

Tell us your thoughts on these key aspects 
Our plans for possible construction compounds

As part of our design, we’ve identified four possible areas 
for construction compounds:

 � Number 1: A central temporary construction 
compound, located just east of the junction

 � Number 2: Two smaller areas within the footprint of 
the old junction 9 roundabout

 � Number 3: A compound located between the A33/A34 
and M3

 � Number 4: The more distant northern compound 
located adjacent to the A34/A272 roundabout near 
Christmas Hill (this was the previous compound 
identified in the 2019 consultation)

The final number and size of these compounds is not yet 
known and therefore your comments on all of the above 
are important to us as we progress our design work and 
choose our final location(s).
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Our effect on the environment 
Our proposals may have some impacts on the surrounding 
area. We’re undertaking a thorough ‘Environmental Impact 
Assessment’ of the Proposed Scheme which includes 
carrying out local surveys. This allows us to understand the 
potential effects of our proposals and find ways to reduce 
impacts, where possible. We’re assessing:

 � Air quality

 � Archaeology and historic features – we call this 
‘Cultural heritage’

 � Landscape and visual

 � Plants and animals – we call this ‘Biodiversity’

 � Geology and soils

 � Our use of materials and how we deal with waste – 
we call this ‘Material assets and waste’

 � Noise and vibration

 � Population and health

 � Road drainage and the water environment

 � Climate

 � Inter-project cumulative effects – this means 
understanding the effects from the Proposed Scheme 
with other proposed development 

 � Intra-project cumulative effects – this means 
understanding if, when combined, individual effects 
from the Proposed Scheme could result in a different 
or greater effect on the people or other things that 
might be affected

Our surveys and assessment are still ongoing, so our final 
findings will be reported in an ‘Environmental Statement’, 
which we’ll submit with our Development Consent Order 
application.

With this consultation we’ve published a Preliminary 
Environmental Information Report (‘PEIR’) which talks 
about all the topics above in detail. A Non-Technical 
Summary of our PEIR is also available. To view the PEIR 
and the Non-Technical Summary go back to the exhibition 
room and head to the consultation materials table or have 
a look at our website.
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Our effect on the environment
Construction work

We’re thinking carefully about how we build our Proposed 
Scheme and how we manage issues such as noise, dust 
and congestion on local roads whilst we do our works.

Our site activities include:

 � Demolishing existing structures

 � Digging and moving earth

 � Laying cables and drains

 � Building and marking the motorway

 � Putting up fencing, safety barriers and signs

 � Building or altering structures such as bridges, 
culverts, watercourses and walls

 � Building or altering routes for walkers, cyclists and 
other users

There’ll be temporary access tracks and roads into and out 
of our works and our compound(s) to move staff, materials 
and equipment around the areas in which we are working.

We would like to know your thoughts on any of the issues 
that you might be concerned about in relation to the type of 
construction work we’re proposing.
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Our effect on the environment
After construction 

We will aim to minimise the effect of the Proposed Scheme 
on the surrounding areas including the South Downs 
National Park, and on the animal and plant species that 
live and grow nearby.

We’ve prepared some designs for our landscaping and 
for areas where we would like to create new areas for 
plants and animals that might be affected by the Proposed 
Scheme. This is known as our ‘Preliminary Environmental 
Mitigation Design Plan’.

You can see this plan by heading to the consultation 
materials table in this venue. Tell us what you think of them 
or how they might be improved.
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The application process and 
next steps
Large road and junction schemes like ours do not follow 
the same system as smaller planning applications. They 
are classed as ‘Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Projects’ and follow a process set out in the Planning 
Act 2008, under which we hope to get a ‘Development 
Consent Order’. This means that we have to submit our 
application to government via the Planning Inspectorate. 

To find out more about the planning process, visit 
the Planning Inspectorate’s website or join our webinar 
Introduction to the M3 Junction 9 Improvement Scheme 
and next steps. 

Help us develop our proposals

All comments made during this consultation will be 
considered as we develop our final plans for the Proposed 
Scheme before we submit our application to the Planning 
Inspectorate in early 2022.
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Have your say
We’re seeking your views on our Proposed Scheme. 

Your feedback will help shape our proposals before we 
submit our application.

There are three ways you can tell us what you think:

Responses must be 

received by 11.59pm on 

Thursday 8 July 2021.

Your data. Your rights.
On 25 May 2018, the General Data Protection 
Regulations (GDPR) became law. The law requires 
Highways England to explain to you – consultees, 
stakeholders and customers – how your personal 
data will be used and stored.

Highways England adheres to the government’s consultation 
principles, the Planning Act 2008 and the Highways Act 1980 
as required, and may collect personal data to help shape 
development of highways schemes.

Personal data collected by the project team 
will be processed and retained by Highways 
England and its appointed contractors until 
the scheme is complete. In some instances 
consultation responses may also be sent to the 
Planning Inspectorate.

Under the GDPR regulations you have the following rights:

� Right of access to the data (Subject Access Request)

� Right for the rectification of errors

� Right to erasure of personal data – this is not an absolute 

right under the legislation

� Right to restrict processing or to object to processing

� Right to data portability

If, at any point, Highways England plans to process the 
personal data we hold for a purpose other than that for which it 
was originally collected, we will tell you what that other purpose 
is. We will do this prior to any further processing taking 
place and we will include any relevant additional information, 
including your right to object to that further processing.

You have the right to lodge a complaint with the 
supervisory authority, the Information Commissioners 
Office.

If you’d like more information about how we manage data, or a copy of our privacy notice, 
please contact: DataProtectionAdvice@highwaysengland.co.uk

Your data, your rights
On 25 May 2018, the General Data 
Protection Regulations (GDPR) 
became law. The law requires 
Highways England to explain to 
you – consultees, stakeholders and 
customers – how your personal data 
will be used and stored.

Highways England adheres to the 
government’s consultation principles, 
the Planning Act 2008 and the 
Highways Act 1980 as required, and 
may collect personal data to help shape 
development of highways schemes. 

Personal data collected by the project 
team will be processed and retained by 

Highways England and its appointed 
contractors until the scheme is complete. 
In some instances consultation 
responses may also be sent to the 
Planning Inspectorate.

Under the GDPR regulations you 
have the  following rights: 

n Right of access to the data  
(Subject Access Request)

n Right for the rectification of errors

n Right to erasure of personal data – 
this is not an absolute right under 
the legislation 

n Right to restrict processing or to 
object to processing 

n Right to data portability

If, at any point, Highways England plans 
to process the personal data we hold 
for a purpose other than that for which it 
was originally collected, we will tell you 
what that other purpose is. We will do 
this prior to any further processing taking 
place and we will include any relevant 
additional information,  including your 
right to object to that further processing. 

You have the 
right to lodge a 
complaint with the 
supervisory authority, 
the Information 
Commissioners Office.

If you’d like more information about how we manage data, or a copy of our privacy notice, please contact:
DataProtectionAdvice@highwaysengland.co.uk

 � Online: complete the questionnaire online at:

	 www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m3junction9 or in this virtual exhibition.

 � Email: email your comments or completed questionnaire to:

	 M3Junction9Improvements@highwaysengland.co.uk

 � Post: send your comments or completed questionnaire to us at: Freepost M3 JUNCTION 9

You can request a paper copy of the questionnaire by calling: 0300 123 5000 
or by emailing: M3Junction9Improvements@highwaysengland.co.uk
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J.12. Images of the virtual room, interactive map and 3D
flythrough

Extracts from the Interactive Map 

Esri, Maxar, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User 
Community 

Esri, Maxar, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User 
Community 
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Property of Stantec 
Extracts from the 3D flythrough 
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https://www.fly3d.co.uk/ 
https://www.techdrawingltd.com/ 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fly3d.co.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cemma-mai.eshelby%40stantec.com%7Cf4bdd44013734a83940408d9f0a0a361%7C413c6f2c219a469297d3f2b4d80281e7%7C0%7C0%7C637805396547532346%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=ZZeSxKxVktuGJSdCN5VljCK9VmnoI%2BmIlhug2a2Y9KA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.techdrawingltd.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cemma-mai.eshelby%40stantec.com%7Cf4bdd44013734a83940408d9f0a0a361%7C413c6f2c219a469297d3f2b4d80281e7%7C0%7C0%7C637805396547532346%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=o0VSU3XMdo5kjgCgxWJftz1Kd2j9ONjpSP5mZF0V2zE%3D&reserved=0
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J.13. Media advert and press release 



26 May 2021  

 

 

Have your say on new plans for revamp of major 

Winchester motorway junction  

 

Highways England is launching a six-week consultation for people to have their say 

on new plans to improve the busy M3 junction 9 at Winchester.  

 

The scheme, which would see a major revamp of junction 9 (Winnall Interchange) will 

improve safety, reduce congestion and make journeys quicker for traffic interchanging 

between the M3 and the A34 to and from the Midlands.   

 

 

Caption: An artist's impression of what the new M3 junction 9 will look like when complete 

 

 The plan to widen the M3 locally to the junction will include: 

• New road and roundabout design to provide free-flow links between the M3 and 

A34 for those traveling between Newbury and Southampton 

• Widening the mainline M3 to create four traffic lanes in each direction 

• Rearranging the main junction 9 roundabout with a new elongated design 



• Building three new bridges and a number of other structures, including an 

improved bridge over the River Itchen, and new underpasses 

• Revising walking and cycling routes  

• Improving the motorway slip-roads. 

 

The consultation will run from Thursday 27 May until Thursday 8 July 2021 with the 

new plans taking into account feedback from a previous consultation in summer 2019. 

 

The consultation will provide full details of the planned work and timelines. Due to 

Covid-19 restrictions there will be no events for people to attend in person. However, 

there will be a range of virtual ways people can get involved and understand the 

proposals, speak to the project team and ask questions about the scheme. 

Highways England senior project manager Jon Roose said:  

 

“Our new plans for the M3 at junction 9 will increase capacity, help reduce journey 

times and improve safety. We have taken feedback from the previous consultation into 

account and we’re looking forward to showing people these new designs and talking 

through the improvements. I would urge anyone interested in the scheme to visit our 

virtual exhibition to find out more about the proposals and feedback their thoughts to 

us. There are also various ways they can engage the team directly to ask questions 

or just find out more.” 

Steve Brine, MP for Winchester and Chandler’s Ford said: 

“This project has been a long time in coming to even this stage but it’s no less 

important now, to the local and national infrastructure piece, than it was when first 

conceived. We’ve got to take people with us and get this done so I hope as many as 

possible will take part in the consultation.” 

  

Hampshire County Councillor, Rob Humby, added: 

“We welcome the improvements that Highways England has planned for junction 9 of 

the M3. This location is pivotal, both strategically and locally, to Winchester, and we 

look forward to working with them on the project as it progresses.” 



A virtual exhibition will be available where people can learn more about the changes, 

study plans and drawings, watch a video of the proposals and submit comments.  

There will also be several online webinars held on Microsoft Teams where a 

presentation will be given followed by questions from attendees. Places will be limited 

to ensure everyone attending can ask any questions they may have. Places will be 

issued on a first come, first served basis.  

The online webinars will take place as follows: 

•  Wednesday 2 June from 19:00 – 20:30 

• Saturday 5 June from 15:30 - 16:30 

• Tuesday 8 June from 9:30 - 10:30,  

• Thursday 10 June from 19:00 - 20:00 

• Monday 14 June from 19:00 - 20:00 

• Tuesday 15 June from 19:00 - 20:00 

• Thursday 17 June from 19:00 - 20:00.  

Anyone interested in attending can book a place by emailing: 

M3junction9Improvements@highwaysengland.co.uk or call: 0300 123 5000. 

Highways England is also hosting a telephone surgery service with members of the 

project team who will be happy discuss proposals and answer any questions. 

Appointments will be available Monday to Friday between midday and 7pm, and 

Saturday between 10am and 4pm throughout the consultation period. Anyone wanting 

an appointment should Email  M3junction9Improvements@highwaysengland.co.uk or 

call 0300 123 5000. 

For full details of the consultation and how to get involved are available online now at 

https://highwaysengland.co.uk/our-work/south-east/m3-junction-9-improvements/  

 

Ends  

  

NOTES TO EDITORS   

  

mailto:M3junction9Improvements@highwaysengland.co.uk
mailto:M3junction9Improvements@highwaysengland.co.uk
https://highwaysengland.co.uk/our-work/south-east/m3-junction-9-improvements/


1. Highways England will be offering 1:1 meetings/interviews with the project team 

between 1.30-3.30pm on Thursday 27 May. Please contact 

 or phone 0300 470 1214. 

2. A video of the proposed scheme will be available from 9am Thursday 27 May. 

For a copy of the video please contact Vicky at the above details.  

3. Highways England is the wholly government-owned company responsible for 

modernising, maintaining and operating England’s motorways and major A roads.  

4. Real-time traffic information for England’s motorways and major A roads is 

available via its website ( www.trafficengland.com), local and national radio travel 

bulletins, electronic road signs and mobile apps. Local Twitter services are also 

available at https://highwaysengland.co.uk/highways-england-about-us.  

  

Option 1: National enquiries (9am to 5.30pm) & out of hours for urgent enquiries   

Option 2: North West (between 9am & 5.30pm)   

Option 3: Yorkshire, Humber and North East (between 9am & 5.30pm)   

Option 4: West Midland (between 9am & 5.30pm)   

Option 5: East Midlands (between 9am & 5.30pm)   

Option 6: East (between 9am & 5.30pm)   

Option 7: South East (between 9am & 5.30pm)   

Option 8: South West (between 9am & 5.30pm)  
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J.14. Consultation poster 

Copy of poster 



M3
junction 9 improvement scheme

PUBLIC
CONSULTATION
We’re altering junction 9 of the M3 and welcome your views. We’re holding a 
virtual public consultation from 9.00 am Thursday 27 May until 11.59 pm 
on Thursday 8 July 2021.

Visit our virtual exhibition at www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m3junction9

Join our live online webinars:

THEME DATE TIME

Introduction to the M3 junction 9 
improvement scheme and next steps

Wednesday 2 June 2021 7.00pm – 8.00pm

Saturday 5 June 2021 3.30pm – 4.30pm

Our proposals: what we are planning to do
Tuesday 8 June 2021 9.30am – 10.30am

Thursday 17 June 2021 7.00pm – 8.00pm

Our effect on the environment: overview Thursday 10 June 2021 7.00pm – 8.00pm

Our effect on the environment: landscape, 
visual impacts, wildlife and habitats

Monday 14 June 2021 7.00pm – 8.00pm

Our effect on the environment: air quality and 
noise

Tuesday 15 June 2021 7.00pm – 8.00pm

*All online webinars will be recorded and published online after each event at www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m3junction9

Speak to our team from Monday to Friday (midday to 7pm) and Saturday 
(10am to 4pm) throughout the consultation period. 

To book a telephone appointment or register for an online webinar 
email M3Junction9Improvements@highwaysengland.co.uk or 
call 0300 123 5000.

Highways England creative GFD20_0150

Scan to go 
straight to 
our scheme 
webpage
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Copy of poster at venues 

Homebase, Winnall 
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Sutton Scotney Services 
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Tesco Extra, Winnall 
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J.15. Consultation flyer 



M3
junction 9 

improvement scheme

View our proposals and have your 
say at:

www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m3junction9     
or using the other ways explained in this leaflet.

Due to Covid-19, we’re introducing a variety of ways 
for you to view and take part in our consultation. 
You can join our online webinars, attend our virtual 
exhibition, book a telephone appointment with a 
member of the project team, and be sent paper 
copies of our consultation documents to your 
home. See pages 2 and 3 in this leaflet for more 
details.

The Proposed Scheme

The M3 junction 9 is a key transport interchange 
which connects south Hampshire and the wider 
area, with London via the M3 and the midlands 
and the north via the A34. The Proposed 
Scheme is intended to reduce congestion and 
improve journeys between the M3 to and from 
Southampton and the A34 to and from Newbury. 
We are planning to widen the M3 locally to the 
junction, to create four traffic lanes each way; 
rearrange the main junction 9 roundabout to make 
it more efficient; build new bridges and a number 
of other structures including new underpasses, 
revise walking and cycling routes; and improve the 
motorway slip roads.

We’d like to know what you think 
about our proposals

Using feedback from previous consultations, 
we have made some changes to the Proposed 
Scheme since our public consultation in 2019 and 
would now like to know what you think of our latest 
proposals. 

This consultation is an important opportunity 
for you to have your say before we submit our 
application to the Planning Inspectorate. We expect 
to submit our application in early 2022.

OUR PUBLIC CONSULTATION WILL 
RUN FROM THURSDAY 27 MAY TO 

THURSDAY 8 JULY 2021

The changes planned at M3 junction 
9 are a critical part of our ongoing 

investment in the strategic road network.

We’ve made several changes to 
the Proposed Scheme since our 

consultation in 2019 and would like to 
hear your thoughts.
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How to have your say

We welcome your comments to help us develop 
our proposals. You can fill out a questionnaire and 
provide separate comments by using one of the 
methods below:

Online 

Fill in and submit the online questionnaire at: 
www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m3junction9 
or by clicking on the link in our virtual exhibition.

Post

Post your completed questionnaire (either print an 
online one, or phone or email us to ask for a paper 
copy) or any other comments to:

Freepost M3 JUNCTION 9

Email 

Email your comments or completed 
questionnaire to: M3Junction9Improvements@
highwaysengland.co.uk

For more information on how your personal 
data is retained and used by Highways 
England, see our full data privacy statement: 
www.highwaysengland.co.uk/privacy 

ALL RESPONSES MUST BE RECEIVED BY 
11.59PM ON THURSDAY 8 JULY 2021

Email M3Junction9Improvements@
highwaysengland.co.uk or phone 
0300 123 5000 to register for an 

online webinar. 

Consultation documents

Our consultation documents contain lots of 
information about the Proposed Scheme and our 
latest proposals. Our consultation documents will 
be available to view online, free of charge, during 
the consultation period:

 � Public Consultation Brochure

 � Plans of the Proposed Scheme

 � Preliminary Environmental Information 
Report (PEIR)

 � PEIR Non-Technical Summary

 � Questionnaire

 � Statutory Notices 

 � Statement of Community Consultation 

Our consultation documents will be published 
on our Proposed Scheme webpage 
from 9am on Thursday 27 May 2021 and 
throughout the consultation period at: 
www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m3junction9

Find out more and meet our team

Virtual exhibition

Our consultation documents will be available 
online and in our virtual exhibition throughout 
the consultation period. You will be able to 
view our plans, visit our virtual exhibition 
and watch a 3D video of our proposals at: 
www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m3junction9

Online webinars

You can join one of our live online webinars hosted by our project team, which will cover different topics 
and specialist areas:

These are to help you understand our proposals 
and how they might affect you. At the online 
webinars we will give a presentation and then 
take questions from anyone who joins.  If you 
want to submit any questions beforehand, 
then email: M3Junction9Improvements@
highwaysengland.co.uk or call: 0300 123 5000.  

Don’t worry if you can’t attend, webinars will be 
recorded and published online after each event at: 

www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m3junction9

Telephone surgery

You can book an appointment with one of our 
project team to discuss our proposals. 

Appointments will be made available Monday 
to Friday between midday to 7pm and Saturday 
between 10am to 4pm throughout the consultation 
period.

You can book an appointment by emailing:
M3Junction9Improvements@
highwaysengland.co.uk or call: 0300 123 5000. 

By post 

If you require a paper copy of any of the 
consultation documents, we can send these to 
you. Please note there may be a charge of up to 
£200 (including postage) for a paper copy of the 
Preliminary Environmental Information Report. 
All other consultation documents will be made 
available free of charge.

A digital copy on a USB of the consultation 
documents can also be supplied, free of charge. 
Please email: M3Junction9Improvements@
highwaysengland.co.uk or call: 
0300 123 5000 to request a consultation 
document for delivery.

Theme Date Time

Introduction to the M3 junction 9 
improvement scheme and next steps

Wednesday 2 June 2021 7.00pm – 8.00pm

Saturday 5 June 2021 3.30pm – 4.30pm

Our proposals – what we are planning 
to do

Tuesday 8 June 2021 9.30am – 10.30am

Thursday 17 June 2021 7.00pm – 8.00pm

Our effect on the environment: 
overview

Thursday 10 June 2021 7.00pm – 8.00pm

Our effect on the environment: 
landscape, visual impacts, wildlife and 
habitats

Monday 14 June 2021 7.00pm – 8.00pm

Our effect on the environment: air 
quality and noise

Tuesday 15 June 2021 7.00pm – 8.00pm



© Crown copyright 2021.

You may re-use this information (not including logos) free 
of charge in any format or medium, under the terms of the 
Open Government Licence. To view this licence: 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/

write to the Information Policy Team, The National 
Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

Mapping (where present): © Crown copyright and database 
rights 2020 OS 100030649. You are permitted to use this 
data solely to enable you to respond to, or interact with, the 
organisation that provided you with the data. You are not 
permitted to copy, sub-licence, distribute or sell any of this 
data to third parties in any form.

This document is also available on our website at  
www.highwaysengland.co.uk

For an accessible version of this publication please call 
0300 123 5000 and we will help you.

If you have any enquiries about this publication email 
info@highwaysengland.co.uk 
or call 0300 123 5000*. Please quote the Highways 
England publications code PR42/21.

Highways England creative job number GFD20_0150

*Calls to 03 numbers cost no more than a national rate 
call to an 01 or 02 number and must count towards any 
inclusive minutes in the same way as 01 and 02 calls.

These rules apply to calls from any type of line including 
mobile, BT, other fixed line or payphone. Calls may be 
recorded or monitored.

Printed on paper from well-managed forests and other 
controlled sources when issued directly by Highways 
England.

Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, 
Guildford GU1 4LZ

Highways England Company Limited registered in 
England and Wales number 09346363

If you need help accessing this or any other Highways England information,
please call 0300 123 5000 and we will help you.



M3 Junction 9 Improvement 
5.1 Consultation Report – Appendix J 
 
 

 

J.16. Section 47 covering letter 



 

 

 

 

 

  
   
 

Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ 

Highways England Company Limited registered in England and Wales number 09346363 

 

Our ref: TR010055/S47/May21 
Your ref: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

27 May 2021 
BY EMAIL ONLY 
 
Dear Sir/Madam,     

 
M3 JUNCTION 9 IMPROVEMENT SCHEME 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION – THURSDAY 27 MAY 2021 TO THURSDAY 8 JULY 2021  
 
We are writing to let you know about the start of the public consultation for the proposed 
M3 junction 9 improvement scheme (‘the Proposed Scheme’) which is a nationally 
significant infrastructure project under the Planning Act 2008 (‘PA 2008’). Under the PA 
2008 we are required to produce and publish a document called the Statement of 
Community Consultation (‘SoCC’) which sets out how we will consult with the local 
community in the locality of the Proposed Scheme. A copy of the SoCC can be viewed 
here: www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m3junction9. 
 
The changes planned at M3 junction 9 are a critical part of our ongoing investment in the 
strategic road network. The Proposed Scheme is intended to reduce congestion and 
improve journeys between the M3 to and from Southampton and the A34 to and from 
Newbury. We are planning to widen the M3 locally to the junction, to create four traffic 
lanes each way; provide a same direction free-flow link between the M3/A34; rearrange 
the main junction 9 roundabout to make it more efficient; build new bridges and a number 
of other structures including new underpasses, revise walking and cycling routes; and 
improve the motorway slip roads. 
 
Following on from the previous public consultation in summer 2019, we have made some 
changes to the Proposed Scheme and would now like to know what you think of our latest 
proposals. To do this we are running a public consultation which will begin on Thursday 
27 May 2021 and end on Thursday 8 July 2021. 
 
In response to the current restrictions in place due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we have 
developed a virtual consultation which launches on Thursday 27 May 2021. You can visit our 
virtual room from our Proposed Scheme web page at 
www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m3junction9. We will also be running a telephone appointment 

Highways England  
Bridge House 

1 Walnut Tree Close 
Guildford 

Surrey 
GU1 4LZ 

 
Direct Line:  

Email: 
M3Junction9Improvements@ 

highwaysengland.co.uk  
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J.17. Social media posts 



Reminder of online webinar 4 and registration details posted on 09/06/2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reminder of online webinar 5 and registration details posted on 13/06/2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reminder of online webinar 6 and registration details posted on 14/06/2021 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reminder of online webinar 7 and registration details posted on 16/06/2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reminder of the telephone surgery posted on 10/06/2021, 17/06/2021, 24/06/2021 and 
01/07/2021 
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Site notice locations 

Location Date notice was checked 
25.05.2021 01.06.2021 08.06.2021 15.06.2021 22.06.2021 29.06.2021 08.06.2021 

1. Overpass guard rail - Track 
above M3 

Notice 
erected 

Y Y Y Y Y Notice 
removed  

2. Overpass guard rail - B3047 Notice 
erected 

Y Y Y Y Y – notice 
replaced 

Notice 
removed 

3. Fence adjoining underpass - 
Long Walk 

Notice 
erected 

Y Y Y Y Y Notice 
removed 

4. Street lamp post beside 
pavement - B3047 

Notice 
erected 

Y Y Y Y Y Notice 
removed 

5. Signpost next to underpass - 
A34 

Notice 
erected 

Y Y Y Y Y Notice 
removed 

6. Signpost next to A34 Notice 
erected 

Y Y Y Y Y Notice 
removed 

7. Road signpost - B3047 Notice 
erected 

Y Y Y Y Y Notice 
removed 

8. Street lamp post beside 
pavement - Moorside Road 

Notice 
erected 

Y Y Y Y Y Notice 
removed 

9. Highways England sign post - 
A34 

Notice 
erected 

Y Y Y Y Y Notice 
removed 

10. Fence on Easton Lane - Easton 
Lane 

Notice 
erected 

Y Y Y Y Y Notice 
removed 

11. Street lamp post beside 
pavement - Easton Lane 

Notice 
erected 

Y Y Y Y Y Notice 
removed 

12. Overpass guard rail - B3404 Notice 
erected 

Y Y Y Y Y Notice 
removed 

13. Tree beside road - A31 Notice 
erected 

Y Y Y Y Y Notice 
removed 
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Location Date notice was checked 
25.05.2021 01.06.2021 08.06.2021 15.06.2021 22.06.2021 29.06.2021 08.06.2021 

14. Overpass guard rail - South 
Downs Way 

Notice 
erected 

Y – notice 
replaced 

Y Y – notice 
replaced 

Y – notice 
replaced 

Y – notice 
replaced 

Notice 
removed 

15. Road signpost - Christmas Hill Notice 
erected 

Y Y Y Y Y Notice 
removed 
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J.19. Engagement Van 

 



M3 Junction 9 Improvement 
5.1 Consultation Report – Appendix J 
 
 

 

J.20. Section 48 Notice 



 

1 
 

SECTION 48 PLANNING ACT 2008 – M3 JUNCTION 9 SCHEME 
 

REGULATION 4 INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (APPLICATIONS: PRESCRIBED 
FORMS AND PROCEDURE) REGULATIONS 2009 AND REGULATION 13 OF THE 

INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) 
REGULATIONS 2017 (AS AMENDED) 

 
NOTICE PUBLICISING A PROPOSED APPLICATION FOR A DEVELOPMENT 

CONSENT ORDER  
 

HIGHWAYS ENGLAND COMPANY LIMITED of Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, 
Guildford, GU1 4LZ (“Highways England”) intends to make an application (“the 
Application”) under Section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 to the Secretary of State for 
Transport for a Development Consent Order. 
 
Highways England is proposing to alter junction 9 of the M3 which connects south 
Hampshire and the wider sub-region, with London via the M3 and the midlands and the 
north via the A34. The M3 junction 9 scheme (“the Proposed Scheme”) is intended to 
reduce congestion and improve journeys between the M3 to and from Southampton and 
the A34 to and from Newbury. The Proposed Scheme comprises the following key 
elements:  
 

• Widening of the M3 to form a four lane motorway;  

• Providing a same direction free-flow link between the M3/A34; 

• Rearranging the main junction 9 roundabout; 

• Three new bridges and a number of other structures including new underpasses; 

• Revised walking and cycling routes; 

• New connecting roads from the revised roundabout; 

• Improved motorway slip roads.   
 
The Proposed Scheme is an Environmental Impact Assessment development (“EIA 
development”) for the purposes of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2017 (as amended). The Application will therefore be 
accompanied by an Environmental Statement containing information about the likely 
significant environmental effects, both positive and negative, of the Proposed Scheme. 
Information compiled so far about the likely significant environmental effects of the 
Proposed Scheme is set out for consultation in a Preliminary Environmental Information 
Report (“the PEIR”) and summarised in a non-technical summary of the PEIR. 
 
Consultation on the Proposed Scheme will take place from Thursday 27 May 2021 to 
Thursday 8 July 2021. A copy of the consultation documents (including the PEIR and 
non-technical summary of the PEIR), plans and maps showing the nature and location of 
the Proposed Scheme will be available to view, free of charge, on the Proposed Scheme 
webpage from 9am on Thursday 27 May 2021. To view the consultation documents, 
please visit the documents section on the following website:  
www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m3junction9. The consultation documents will remain on 
the website for the duration of the consultation period. 
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and social distancing measures, Highways England has 
decided to take a digital first approach to consultation. Highways England has replaced 
face-to-face consultation events with a virtual exhibition, a telephone surgery and 
bespoke online webinars. For more details about the consultation please read the 
Statement of Community Consultation (available to view on the documents section of the 
Proposed Scheme webpage) or contact Highways England using the contact details 

http://www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m3junction9


 

2 
 

provided below. 
 
Highways England will host a series of bespoke online webinars which will cover different 
topics and specialist areas. The bespoke online webinars are taking place on the following 
dates and times: 
 

Topic Date Time 

Introduction to the M3 
Junction 9 improvement 
scheme and next steps 

Wednesday 2 June 2021 7.00pm – 8.00pm 

Saturday 5 June 2021 3.30pm - 4.30pm 

Our proposals – what we 
are planning to do 

Tuesday 8 June 2021 9.30am – 10.30am 

Thursday 17 June 2021 7.00pm – 8.00pm 

Our effect on the 
environment: overview 

Thursday 10 June 2021 7.00pm – 8.00pm 

Our effect on the 
environment: landscape, 
visual impacts, wildlife 
and habitats 

Monday 14 June 2021 7.00pm – 8.00pm 

Our effect on the 
environment: air quality 
and noise 

Tuesday 15 June 2021 7.00pm – 8.00pm 

 
Highways England will also be running a telephone surgery where you will be able to 
book an appointment with a member of the project team to discuss the proposals. 
Appointments will be available Monday to Friday between 12.00pm to 7.00pm and 
Saturday between 10.00am to 4.00pm throughout the consultation period. 
 
Registration details of the bespoke online webinars and telephone surgery will be 
available under the latest updates tab on the Proposed Scheme webpage 
(www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m3junction9) and in the consultation brochure. You can 
also contact Highways England using the contact details provided below. 
 
Copies of the consultation documents, plans and maps may be requested during the 
consultation period from Highways England. Please contact Highways England for further 
details using the details provided below: 
 

• Email: M3Junction9Improvements@highwaysengland.co.uk 

• Post: Freepost M3 JUNCTION 9 

• Phone: 0300 123 5000 
 
There may be a charge of up to £200 (including postage) for a paper copy of the PEIR, 
however all other paper copies of the consultation documents will be supplied free of 
charge. A digital copy on a USB drive of all the consultation documents will be supplied 
upon request free of charge. Please contact Highways England for further details. 
 
Any person may comment on the Proposed Scheme or otherwise respond to this 
consultation. The consultation brochure and questionnaire explain the specific topics on 
which Highways England is seeking feedback. People are not restricted to commenting 
on these issues, and Highways England welcomes feedback on any aspect of the 
Proposed Scheme. Responses must be received no later than 11.59 pm on Thursday 
8 July 2021. Responses received after this time may not be considered. 
 
When providing your response, please include your name and postcode, and confirm the 
nature of your interest in the Proposed Scheme. Completed questionnaires and 

http://www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m3junction9
mailto:M3Junction9Improvements@highwaysengland.co.uk


 

3 
 

responses must be submitted: 
 

• Online at: www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m3junction9 

• By emailing: M3Junction9Improvements@highwaysengland.co.uk 

• In writing to: Freepost M3 JUNCTION 9 
 
Highways England will consider and have regard to all responses before submitting its 
Application for a Development Consent Order to the Secretary of State. Responses will 
form the basis of a Consultation Report that will be one of the factors taken into 
consideration by the Secretary of State when deciding whether the Application can be 
accepted for examination. Therefore, when providing a comment, it should be borne in 
mind that the contents of it may be communicated to others as part of the Consultation 
Report. 
 
If you would like further information about this notice, the consultation or the Proposed 
Scheme, please contact Highways England by using one of the contact methods 
provided above or by calling 0300 123 5000.   
 
Anne-Marie Palmer 
Project Manager, M3 Junction 9  
 
 
 
 

http://www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m3junction9
mailto:M3Junction9Improvements@highwaysengland.co.uk
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J.21. Section 48 notice as published in the Mid Hampshire
Observer (19/05/2021)
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J.22. Section 48 notice as published in the Mid Hampshire
Observer (26/05/2021)
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J.23. Section 48 notice as published in the Hampshire Chronicle
(20/05/2021)
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J.24. Section 48 notice as published in the Hampshire Chronicle
(27/05/2021)
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J.25. Section 48 notice as published in the Hampshire
Independent (21/05/2021)
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J.26. Section 48 notice as published in the Hampshire
Independent (28/05/2021)
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J.27. Section 48 notice as published in the London Gazette
(27/05/2021)
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J.28. Section 48 notice as published in the Times (03/06/2021) 



 

HIGHWAYS AD BOOKING 

Date: 03/06/2021 

Penna Ref: 692984000002   GPC Code: GPC/183009 

Publication: Times 
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junction 9

improvement scheme
Public consultation summary report

October 2021
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The scheme
At National Highways we believe in a connected 
country and our network makes these connections 
happen. We strive to improve our major roads and 
motorways - engineering the future to keep people 
moving today and moving better tomorrow. 

We’re improving junction 9 of the M3, a key 
motorway junction which connects south 
Hampshire and the wider region with London via 
the M3 and the A34. The scheme is intended to 
reduce congestion and improve journeys between 
the M3 to and from Southampton and the A34 to 
and from Newbury. Specifically, we plan to widen 
the M3 locally to the junction, which will include:

 � creating four lanes in each direction

 � providing a same direction free-flow link 
between M3/A34

 � rearranging the main junction 9 roundabout

 � building three new bridges and a number of 
other structures, including new underpasses

 � modifying walking and cycling routes

 � improving the motorway slip-roads

The scheme will:

 � reduce congestion and increase how reliable 
peoples’ journey times are

 � improve safety by reducing delays and making 
traffic queues shorter

 � improve the environment, where possible, by 
reducing the number of households affected by 
noise, improving air quality and achieving the 
best we can for the diversity of local plants and 
animals

 � improve access for walkers and cyclists 
connecting the National Cycle Route 23 east 
to west across the junction and providing 
additional footpaths linking Kings Worthy to the 
west of the junction

 � support economic growth by making capacity 
for more jobs, business and housing

In this leaflet, we explain the consultation 
methodology, summarise the feedback received 
and outline the key themes from the public 
consultation. We also give details of what will 
happen next. 

Scheme updates as shared 
during the 2021 public 
consultation
The scheme is classed as a ‘Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Project’ and therefore we need 
to obtain planning consent to build the scheme 
through a Development Consent Order (DCO). 
This process includes assessment of the potential 
impacts of our proposals, consultation and 
preparation of viable design solutions that address 
a range of concerns, before we submit our 
application.

The preparation of the DCO application has taken 
longer than we anticipated as we have re-visited 
our design following concerns raised in the 2019 
summer consultation. The designs we presented 
at our summer 2021 consultation responded 
to feedback received at our summer 2019 
consultation and the design changes we’ve made. 
Through consideration of the feedback received 
and ongoing engineering review and development 
of the proposals, we have made several design 
changes to try to resolve some of the issues raised.

Figure 1 shows the scheme we presented to 
you at our 2019 consultation and Figure 2 is the 
scheme we presented at our 2021 consultation. 
The key changes are:

 � the change from a dumb bell roundabout 
to a more conventual roundabout over the 
motorway to ease traffic movements

 � local traffic on the A33 being separated from 
the A34 traffic following concerns raised at the 
last consultation

 � additional footpath on the eastern side

 � improved landscaping proposals

Figure 1
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2021 Public consultation 
As part of the planning process for the scheme, 
we’re required to consult on our project design. 
The consultation ran for six weeks from 27 May to 
8 July 2021.

Our consultation approach was set out in our 
2021 Statement of Community Consultation 
(SoCC) which replaced the SoCC prepared for 
the summer 2019 consultation. To make sure we 
approached our consultation in the very best way 
for the local community we consulted on the SoCC 
with Winchester City Council, Hampshire County 
Council and South Downs National Park Authority. 

Feedback from the summer 2019 consultation 
showed a high level of support for the scheme. 
However, people were concerned about:

 � the length available for vehicles to change lanes 
when joining the A34 from junction 9 and then 
heading to the A33 Kings Worthy

 � the traffic capacity of the scheme

 � the length of the construction period

We made several design changes to the scheme, 
seeking to address those concerns where possible 
and welcomed comments on these changes:

 � a new design to introduce better traffic flow 
between the M3 and A34

 � extra space to build the scheme in a safe, 
efficient and sensitive manner while keeping 
vehicles running through the junction

 � new areas for environmental works

 � new areas for temporary construction 
compounds and areas to place spare 
excavated material

 � a new footbridge over the River Itchen

 � revised walking and cycling routes

With the situation around COVID-19 constantly 
developing and changing, we were not able to hold 
the face-to-face events we normally would. Instead, 
we provided a range of alternative ways for you 
to speak to the project team, ask questions and 
ultimately make an informed response to the public 
consultation. This included replacing face-to-face 
events with online webinars, a virtual exhibition 
and telephone appointments with a member of the 
project team. Consultation documents, including 
the consultation brochure, were available to view 
online throughout the consultation period and 
paper copies could be sent to you upon request. 

The following consultation documents were 
available to view online, free of charge, during the 
consultation period:

 � Public consultation brochure: this document 
summarised our consultation and explained 
how you could have your say. It included:

• background information

• summary of the scheme

• information about design changes since the 
2019 consultation

• information about potential benefits, effects 
and impacts of the scheme

• information about how we propose to 
mitigate any potential impacts

• references to more detailed information 
reports

• details of how to respond to the consultation

 � Proposed scheme map (referred to as a 
General Arrangement Plan): this allowed 
viewers to see our proposal in its entirety.

 � Environmental mitigation design plan: this 
allowed viewers to see the location and detail 
of our proposed environmental mitigation 
measures.

 � Indicative application boundary: this showed 
viewers the boundary of the scheme 
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 � Indicative land use: this map identified 
four possible locations for the construction 
compound for the scheme.

 � Walking and cycling proposals plan: this 
showed existing walking and cycling plans and 
what our proposals were.

 � Preliminary environmental impact report 
(PEIR): this set out how we’d considered the 
potential environmental effects of our updated 
design and the measures we are planning to 
reduce the impact.

 � PEIR non-technical summary of the above 
document. 

 � Public consultation feedback questionnaire, 
aiming to capture views on the proposal and 
consultation. 

 � Section 47 Notice

 � Section 48 Notice

 � The Statement of Community Consultation.

Previous public consultation reports and public 
consultation summary documents were also 
available to view online on the scheme webpage 
www.highwaysengland.co.uk/m3junction9 

The consultation was advertised in the local and 
national press, with posters in the local area and 
through social media. 

In place of face-to-face engagement, we delivered;

 � 12 public telephone surgeries; these involved 
members of the project team available to talk 
about the scheme and answer questions during 
set times, by calling our dedicated phoneline.

 � seven public online webinars, these featured a 
presentation of our proposals from the project 
team and a live question and answer session.  
A total of 102 people attended the webinars.

 � four online briefings via Microsoft Teams to 
different stakeholder groups.

 � a virtual exhibition, which included an interactive 
map of the scheme, access to the consultation 
documents and a 3D flythrough video showing 
key routes of the scheme. The virtual exhibition 
room was open throughout the consultation 
period and attracted over 3,400 visitors. 

We received in excess of 350 responses to our 
2021 consultation, this was made-up of responses 
via the online questionnaire, via email and via our 
freepost option.

Consultation responses were accepted through the 
following channels:

 � completing the online response form at www.
highwaysengland.co.uk/m3junction9 

 � completing a paper copy of the consultation 
response form and returning it using the 
freepost address - Freepost M3 JUNCTION 9

 � emailing M3Junction9Improvements@
highwaysengland.co.uk 

 � writing to us on the freepost address above

In addition to the community consultation, we also 
consulted with:

 � the local authorities that would host and 
surround our Proposed scheme

 � a list of ‘statutory consultees’ that all major 
infrastructure projects are required to 
consult with, including Historic England, the 
Environment Agency and Natural England; and

 � landowners, tenants and occupiers who would 
be directly impacted by our Proposed scheme

Further details around our engagement with 
stakeholders and landowners, including 
feedback and the ongoing work that has been 
undertaken since 2017, will be included in a longer 
Consultation Report that will make up part of our 
planning application. This will be made available 
following submission of our planning application to 
the Planning Inspectorate in 2022. 

Consultation findings
This report is based on the responses received to 
the community consultation, so isn’t a technical 
assessment of the proposed improvements. Also, 
as the report only contains feedback from people 
who chose to respond, it cannot be assumed 
to represent the views of the whole community, 
or all stakeholders. The value of the community 
consultation is in capturing the views of those who 
have responded and understanding any concerns 
about the project they might have.

Road users
Of our 243 on-line respondents, most use the 
junction for long distance journeys exceeding 
10 miles for shopping trips and for attending leisure 
and recreational activities within the area. The vast 
majority of respondents currently use the road to 
travel by car, though many respondents also use it 
for walking and cycling. Most people reported that 
they use the junction at the weekends, anytime and 
during the week at off peak times.

Furthermore, a majority of respondents stated they 
use the junction between 1-2 days a week, to three 
or more days a week to 1-3 days a month. 

Key themes

Method of transport used by respondents

65%
Car

8%
Other

11%
Walking

18%
Cycling

For those of who had raised concerns with our 
proposals, the common themes that emerged were 
concerns over:

 � environmental impacts (including climate 
change);

 � the walking and cycling provisions proposed in 
our 2021 consultation design (namely that it did 
not provide enough provision for cyclists);

 � the design (such as the need to include the 
Cart and Horse junction into the design);

 � signage and the introduction of two new 
roundabouts;

 � access onto the A34, and

 � questioning the need for the scheme.

Respondents main concerns about the scheme 

Environmental 
impacts

Number of concerns

Walking, cycling & 
horse provisions

Necessity & cost

General design

110

51

50

37

Conversely, for those who did agree or held 
neutral beliefs about the scheme, the most 
common theme was the belief that the proposal 
was necessary, many respondents also felt that 
the proposal would improve safety for road users, 
compared to the current situation, followed by 
a feeling that the current proposals were an 
improvement from past proposals and from the 
current situation. 
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Respondents key positive or neutral beliefs about  
the scheme

Necessity & cost

Positive or neutral statements

Design details & 
improvement

Safety & 
congestion

53

21

20

The feedback revealed that whilst many 
respondents support the scheme, they also 
have reservations around the environmental 
impacts, cycle provision, traffic increase and 
construction impacts.

Taking your comments 
onboard
We are taking on board all the comments received 
as part of the ongoing development of the scheme. 
For example, we are liaising with local walking, 
cycling and horse-riding groups to understand 
their needs and how they could potentially be 
met in the design. We are also continuing to work 
with the statutory environmental bodies and the 
local authorities to develop our environmental 
assessments and address topics such as climate 
change. These developments to our assessments 
will be incorporated into the Environmental 
Statement that will be submitted with our 
DCO application in 2022.

Conclusion
The results of the community consultation exercise 
have revealed that whilst a large percentage 
of respondents favored the proposed junction 
improvements, expressing that it is a necessity and 
will ultimately make the junction safer, many people 
still have concerns over environmental impacts 
and traffic flow increases and how this will impact 
climate change issues.  

It should be noted that these are the opinions 
stated by those who responded to the community 
consultation and, therefore, the information in this 
report is not representative of all the community 
and all stakeholders.

Next steps
We have considered the results of the consultation 
and we are developing our proposals further for 
the DCO submission. Our DCO application will 
include a longer Consultation Report summarising 
the feedback and showing how it has informed the 
development of the scheme. 

Although the Secretary of State for Transport will 
decide whether to give permission for the scheme, 
local planning authorities such as Winchester 
City Council, Hampshire County Council and the 
South Downs National Park Authority have an 
important role to play in the process. We’ve already 
been talking to them about our proposals and 
will continue to engage before, during and after 
we submit the DCO to the government, via the 
Planning Inspectorate, which is likely to happen in 
early 2022. 

The Planning Inspectorate will then examine 
the DCO application, with input from interested 
parties and statutory consultees. The examination 
period is a maximum of six months. Following the 
examination, the Planning Inspectorate will present 
its recommendation to the Secretary of State for 
Transport, who will then make the final decision on 
whether the DCO should be granted.

We’ll carry on working on our detailed design 
throughout this process and, assuming the DCO 
application is successful, we expect to start 
construction work by mid to late 2023.

Keep in touch

You can find more information about the 
scheme and sign-up to alerts at

www.highwaysengland.co.uk/
m3junction9

If you have any queries about the scheme, 
please contact National Highways

Email: M3junction9Improvements@
highwaysengland.co.uk

Phone: 0300 123 5000
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